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Institute in 1842 and voted at the settler’s convention of May 2, 1843, at Champoeg during which it was 
decided to form a provisional government.  He was elected one of the government magistrates.  When the 
mission was reorganized in 1844, Judson bought the mission sawmill and associated grist mill at Chemeketa 
(Salem) and operated them for a time as a commercial enterprise.  He created the diversion ditch from the 
Santiam River that provided Salem with a raceway for water-powered industrial development.  He surveyed 
and staked the tracts of land that were held in his name and those of three other mission members so that 
land required for the mission would be protected as incoming settlers arrived to take up claims.  He served 
several years as a circuit rider for the Oregon Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  Notable 
accompanying interment:  Elmira Roberts Judson (1811-1844), Lewis Judson’s first wife, member of the 
Methodist mission and mother of four children, the youngest of whom had been born at the mission and after 
his mother’s death was raised by his aunt, Adelia Judson Leslie. 
 
William H. Willson (b. New Hampshire 1805; d. 1856), median plot between Plots 015 and 016. 
Lay missionary recruited for the Methodist mission as a carpenter.  Arrived with the initial reinforcing party’s 
first contingent in 1837.  Studied medicine during the voyage to Oregon with the party’s leader, Dr. Elijah 
White, and thereby gained an informal title of address as doctor.  After being sent to preach at a satellite 
station at Nisqually in the Puget Sound region, he returned to the Willamette Valley.  He was active in forming 
the provisional government of Oregon in 1843 and was elected first treasurer.  After the mission’s 
reorganization, he platted the town site of Salem.  The plat of 1846 included tracts reserved for the placement 
of government buildings on a mall known as Willson Avenue.  Willson Park, making up the west grounds of 
the capitol building site, was named in honor of the town site proprietor’s aspiration and foresight.  A notable 
accompanying interment is that of Chloe Aurelia Clarke Willson (1818-1874), a Connecticut native educated 
at Wilbraham academy in Massachusetts and the missionary teacher whom Willson married in 1840.  She 
became the first instructor of the Oregon Institute which was founded by the Methodists for settler children and 
re-opened in 1844 in the mission’s former Indian Manual Labor Training School at Chemeketa (Salem).  She 
continued her service as preceptress after the Institute was chartered as Willamette University in 1853.  
  
Joseph Holman (b. Devonshire, England 1815; d. 1880), Plot 094. 
English émigré at the age of nineteen.  Inspired by a lecture delivered by the Rev. Jason Lee during the 
missionary’s promotional tour of Methodist conferences in the East, Holman arrived in Oregon overland in 
1840 and became a lay worker and carpenter at the original Methodist mission station on Mission Bottom.  He 
and missionary teacher Almira Phelps were married in 1841, the year mission headquarters was relocated to 
Chemeketa (Salem).  In the post-mission period Holman raised purebred sheep and was an organizer of two 
important early Salem industries:  the Willamette Woolen Manufacturing Company, which introduced the 
mechanized woolen industry to the Pacific Coast, and the Pioneer Oil Works, which produced linseed oil from 
flax seed.  He was a trustee of Willamette University, commissioner of the new state penitentiary, and the 
builder of the Holman block at Ferry and Commercial Streets where State legislative assemblies met from 
1860 to 1874, before construction of a capitol was authorized and the state house was opened for use.  A 
notable accompanying interment is that of Almira Phelps Holman (1814-1874) of Massachusetts, who was 
educated at Wilbraham Academy.  The first wife of Joseph Holman was a member of the Methodist mission’s 
great reinforcing party of 1840.  In the post-mission period she was active in support of Salem’s Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Willamette University, and the Orphans’ Home.  
 

Territorial Period 1849-1858 
 

Samuel R. Thurston (b. Maine 1815/1816; d. 1851), median plot between Plots 085 and 086. 
Lawyer Samuel Royal Thurston was educated at Maine Wesleyan Seminary and graduated in law from 
Bowdoin College in 1843.  He married Elizabeth F. McLench of Maine and removed to Iowa in 1845.  He 
arrived in Oregon overland with wife and infant son in 1847, settling first in Oregon City.  He was elected to the 
last provisional government legislature in 1848.  After the territorial government was established in 1849, he 
was elected Oregon’s first delegate to the Congress of the United States.  His term of fifteen months in the 
Thirty-first Congress was marked by vigorous promotion of Oregon interests, ranging from designation of mail 
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Figure 1 Odd Fellows Rural Cemetery Plat, Marion County, Oregon, Book of Plats, Volume 10, page 
162, March 6, 1914. 

Figure 2 Plat of First Addition to Odd Fellows Rural Cemetery, Marion County, Oregon, Records of Town 
Plats, Book 12, page 9, June 29, 1927. 

Figure 3 Tax Lot 8200, Marion County, Oregon Assessor’s Map, SW¼ NW¼ Sec. 34, T7S, R3W, 
Willamette Meridian, 2004. 

Figure 4 Metes and bounds description of property granted to the City of Salem by Chemeketa Lodge 
No. 1, Independent Order of Odd Fellows, bargain and sale deed, February 3. 1986. 

Figure 5 Aerial Photograph of Salem Pioneer Cemetery, City of Salem, March 2011 
Bounds of the cemetery outlined in green. 

Figure 6 Aerial Photograph of Salem Pioneer Cemetery and City View Cemetery adjoining on the west, 
City of Salem, March 2011.  On north, south and east sides, the open space is surrounded by 
residential subdivisions and the Commercial Street corridor.   

Figure 7 Odd Fellows Rural Cemetery, pen-and-ink drawing, layout of initial five acres, Plots 1 through 
210, c. 1854-1860. 

Figure 8 “Capital City of Oregon,” Bird’s-eye View of Salem, E. Koppe & Ch. Fromm, Mutual Label and 
Lithograph Co., 1905.  Library of Congress Geography and Map Division, Digital collections.  
Enlargement of the detail in the lower right corner of the lithograph shows the northeast corner 
of Odd Fellows Rural Cemetery, including the historic bow and picket perimeter fence and an 
arched entrance gate on Commercial Street. 

Figure 9 Early 20
th
 century view, south face, grave monument of Samuel R. Thurston erected by the 

Oregon Territorial legislature.  Illustration, Ladd & Bush Quarterly, Vol. III, No. 2 (January 
1916), page 5. 

Figure 10 Vermont Marble Company advertisement for a model Classical temple-fronted 
mausoleum in Park and Cemetery, Vol. 22, No. 7 (September 1912). 
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Figure1  Odd Fellows Rural Cemetery Plat, Marion County, Oregon, 1914. 
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Figure 2 Plat of First Addition to Odd Fellows Rural Cemetery, Marion County, Oregon, 1927. 
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99999Figure 3 Tax Lot 8200, Marion County, Oregon Assessor’s Map, 2004. 
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Figure 4 Metes and bounds description of property granted to the City of Salem by Chemeketa Lodge No. 1, 
  Independent Order of Odd Fellows, bargain and sale deed, February 3. 1986. 
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Figure 5  Aerial Photograph of Salem Pioneer Cemetery, City of Salem, March 2011. 
  Bounds of the cemetery outlined in green. 
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Figure 6 Aerial Photograph of Salem Pioneer Cemetery and City View Cemetery adjoining  on the west,   
  City of Salem, March 2011.   
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Figure 7 Odd Fellows Rural Cemetery, pen and ink drawing, layout of initial five acres, Plots 1 through 210, 
  c. 1854-1860. 
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Figure 8  “Capital City of Oregon,” Bird’s-eye View of Salem, E. Koppe & Ch. Fromm, Mutual Label and Lithograph  
  Co., 1905.   
 
  Library of Congress Geography and Map Division, Digital collections. 
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Figure 9 Early 20
th
 century view, south face, grave monument of Samuel R. Thurston erected by the Oregon  

  Territorial legislature.   
 
  Ladd & Bush Quarterly, Vol. III, No. 2 (January 1916), page 5. 
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Figure  10 Vermont Marble Company advertisement for a model Classical temple-fronted mausoleum in Park and  
  Cemetery, Vol. 22, No. 7 (September 1912). 
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Photo 1 of 25  Symbolic gateway of 1988 marking place of historic entrance on Commercial Street; looking 
west, c. 1988. 

 

 
 
Photo 2 of 25  Central avenue and grounds from west boundary; looking east, April 2012 
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Photo 3 of 25  View from main cross-axial lane near center; looking east, March 2004 
 

 
 
Photo 4 of 25  William H. Willson/Chloe Clark Willson grave marker, upper median, central avenue; looking 
east, April 2008 
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Photo 5 of 25  Samuel R. Thurston monument, lower median, central avenue, looking east, May 2008 
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  Photo 6 of 25  Samuel R. Thurston monument, south face; 
looking north, May 2012 

 

  Photo 7 of 25  Samuel R. Thurston monument, detail view of 
east face; looking west, May 2012 
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  Photo 8 of 25  David Leslie/Mary A. Kinney Leslie grave marker; 
looking southeast, October 2005 

 

 
 
Photo 9 of 25 Asahel Bush family plot; looking northwest, May 2009 
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  Photo 10 of 25  Captain Charles Bennett grave marker; looking 
north, May 2009  

 

  Photo 11 of 25  Harvey Gordon headstone; looking east, April 2012 
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  Photo 12 of 25  Felix L. Raymond headstone; looking east, 
September 2006 

 

 
 
Photo 13 of 25  E.N. Cooke family mausoleum; looking northwest, August 2006 
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  Photo 14 of 25  Ford family mausoleum; looking southwest, May 
2007 

 

   
 
Photo 15 of 25  James I. Thompson family plot; looking northwest, February 2010 
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  Photo 16 of 25  Robert C. Kinney family plot; looking northeast, 
March 2004 

 

  Photo 17 of 25   Franklin Herrling family plot; looking north, 
March 2004 
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Photo 18 of 25  Thomas L. Kay family plot; looking northeast, May 2007 
 

  Photo 19 of 25  Jonathan Waldo Smith graded plot, detail view  
 east entrance; looking west, March 2010 
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  Photo 20 of 25  Delia H. Downing cast zinc grave marker; looking 
west, February 2010 

 

  Photo 21 of 25  A.J. Monroe/Sophia Staiger Monroe grave 
marker; looking northwest, May 2008 
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  Photo 22 of 25   James Courtney Jones family plot prime 
monument; looking southeast, May 2007 

 

  Photo 23 of 25  George F. Smith U.S. War Department veteran’s    
headstone; looking west, June 2011 
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  Photo 24 of 25   Headstones in adjacent plots of Japanese-
American families; looking east, May 2009 

  Photo 25 of 25  Wooden head board of Bertram Clarence 
Woodcock; looking west, May 2009 
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